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y FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC.

Are You Paying Someone Else’s Mortgage?
1st Time Homebuyers Welcome!
Hundreds of Programs Available -- Which Ones Do You Qualify For?

RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL * INVESTMENT < NEW CONSTRUCTION

100% Financing * FHA-VA « No Credit/Slow Credit
No Money Down ¢ Purchases ¢ Refinances - 1st & 2nd
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Help those who are less fortunate!

1st Annual
Tans for Cans

Food Drivel
August 7 thru August 20

Here's How It Works:

* Donate 6 cans of non-perishable food and receive
a free 20-minute tanning session and be
entered in our raffle;

* Donate 10 cans of non-perishable food and receive
a free 10-minute fturbo tanning session and
be entered in our raffle;

+ Donate any amount and be entered in our raffle.

Raffle will be held Friday, August 18 at 7:30
Winner does not have to be present to win

All Donations Going to Waterbury branch of CT Food Bank
Oy Ao ( FEATURING:
<£<) DESIGNER SKIN
105 Waterbury Road
Prospect, CT * (203) 527-9486
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M-F 9-8; Sat 9-5; Sun 10-2

CAR WASH & DETAIL
* Full Service Car Wash Pkgs.

(Includes Vacuum & Windows)

* Exterior Car Washes
(Includes Towel Dry & Jams)

* Full Detailing

(Bumper to Bumper)

(Cars, Trucks, Minivans,
Boats & Cycles)

* 4 Express Detailing Pkgs.
(Only 20 minutes -

CAR WASH
OIL CHANGE

Just north of Oliver’s Supermarket

527-9700

°$P¢

CHANGE

Mobil 1 - 5,000 mile protection (Reg. $54.95 + tax & ev. fee. Now only $49.95 + tax & enwv. fee.)

and FREE ]

QGoId Full-Service Wash reg sis.os

Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 08/31/06.
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w/Synthetic Oil

Platinum Wash includes
Teflon Double Bond

* Simoniz Triple Foam Polish
¢ Clear Coat Protectant
* Under Carriage Wash
« Tire Magic Dressing L

1 Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 08/31/06. 021)] 1

Includes;
I .Soft Cloth Wash
eInterior Vacuum
1 «Door Jambs Wiped sTowel Dry
1 eInterior Windows
] *Tires/Rims Cleaned

Tire Shine

THE PROSPECT
We All Love

By Joseph L. Gomez
In August, Prospect Is A
Quiet Place

I bumped into Bill Manthey
the other day up at Hotchkiss
Field and we got to talking about
how quiet it is these days in town.
We both remarked that the athlet-
ic fields in town were not being
used as much as they were during
May, June and July. It seems that
all the summer leagues are
through with their seasons and
families are away at the beach or
up where it is cool some place.

I can remember another time
when baseball was a full-time
summer pastime, but the games
were less formal and unstruc-
tured. The gang would meet in
the field behind Jackie Williams’
house and we played games dur-
ing the day and again until it
grew too dark to see the ball.

Speaking of the ball, it was
usually a relic that the horsehide
cover had been torn off, causing
the ball to veer wildly from one
direction to another. After it had
completely been removed, we
would purloin a roll of bulldog
tape from Dad’s tool kit and wrap
the ball as tightly as possible.
Eventually, the ball would trans-
form into a kind of egg shape, but
we found you could throw a bet-
ter curve with it then.

As 1 said, games were less
than formal affairs, but did have
some rules of general conduct to
them. The two biggest kids could
not be on the same side and then

97 Wtby. Rd. * Rt 69 * Prospect

No appointment necessary
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FREE

FULL SERVICE BASIC WASH

with Our Full Service Oil Change
Reg. $28.95 + Disposal Fee & Tax

Limited Time Offer

Not to be combined with any other offers. With this coupon.

1

: I Vacuum & Windows
1! Wheel Cleaner
1
1
1

Express Wax

* Extra charge for SUV’s, trucks & minivans; extra charge for
dog hair and extra dirty vehicles. Expires 08/31/06.

Fast Lube &
Car Care Center

* Full Service 15-Minute Oil

Change - Synthetic Oil Available

* Transmission Flushes

* Radiator Flushes

* Differential Fluid Change

* Wiper Blades, Filter &
Headlight Replacement

* Serpentine Belt
Replacement

* A/C Recharge (R134A)

O e 155 EXPRESS WAX

1| 5te¥Ng: ] 3 Months Protection (Includes Full Service Wash) |

$39 95

Most Vehicles*

Hours: Mon. thru Sat. -- 8 am to 6 pm ¢ Sun. -- 8 am to 4 pm

it was choose sides for the
remainder of the teams.
Everybody in the family played,
including boys, girls and whoev-
er was visiting at the time. If
there were not enough partici-
pants to have a game, we played
“scrub,” a game where you batted
until you made an out, then you
would go out to the field until
you came up again.

If there were not enough par-
ticipants for scrub, we played Hit
the Ball. That was a game that
after the ball was caught, you
would try to either roll the ball or
throw it so it would hit the bat on
the ground. If you were success-
ful in hitting the bat, then you
were up.

When darkness descended
over Prospect, then the real fun
began. Tag, Ring a Lerrio, and
Ghost were some of the games
we played then, as well as Piggy,
Johnny Jump the Horse, and Kick
the Can. Every boy had a jack-
knife and we used to play knife at
night on the front lawn, and I still
have the scars to prove it.

Shooting rats in Charlie
Nettleton’s barn, smoking corn-
cob pipes, walking or hitchhiking
to the old swimming hole, and
picking berries occupied us at
other times. Swinging on
grapevines down the lane was
great sport, too, and fishing in the
“Res” for bullheads got to be
exciting at times, especially when
some novice hooked the palm of
his hand on the barb.

I guess you might be tempt-
ed to say that all we did was play

all day, but with a large family
and during the war, a huge garden
was a must. Dad supplied the
seed and we did the rest.
Planting, transplanting, weeding,
fertilizing, picking off Japanese
beetles, and picking vegetables
all took up time during the day-
light hours. Each boy or girl was
assigned specific rows in the gar-
den to take care of and pity the
person who failed in his daily
assignment.

We never slept inside a
house from the day school let out
for the summer until it was after
Labor Day. We hated to see the
old tent come down as it signaled
the end of a summer well spent in
childhood pursuits. We bathed
every time it rained and not very
often otherwise. I admit we were
a gamy bunch, but we scrubbed
when we went swimming
(Mom’s orders!). On rainy days,
we played cards and played the
old hand-operated victrola. We
played records until the needles
wore out and then played them
with our fingernails.

I guess, when all is said and
done, I feel sorry for the kids of
today. With all their advantages,
computers, cell phones, and the
like, I think the thing they are
missing without knowing it, is
that element of personal contact
that we enjoyed those very many
years ago.

If you remember something
of your childhood and would like
to talk about it, chances are we
would like to hear it. Call me at
758-3182, fax me a note to 758-
7502 or email me at
jgomez04(@snet.net
[Joseph L. Gomez is a poet, free-
lance writer, and the author of
Sarah Ann, The Story of a
Pioneer Woman.]

Prospect Library News

As we enter the dog days of
summer, we invite you to stop by
the Prospect Library and enjoy
the new books, magazines and
other additions. Some of the
recent books that have been
received include Mary Jane
Clark’s Lights Out Tonight,
Philip Craig’s Dead in Vineyard,
Jane Green’s Swapping Lives,
Linda Howard’s Cover of Night,
Phillip Margolin’s Proof
Positive, Robert Parker’s Blue
Screen, Luanne Rice’s
Sandcastles, Nora Roberts’
Angels Fall and Danielle Steele’s
Coming Out.

Summer is also a great time
to take advantage of the library
museum passes. On the rainy
days when you and your children
find yourselves housebound, the
Prospect Library has passes to
the Stepping Stones Museum for
Children and the Children’s
Museum in West Hartford.

Sign-ups for fall programs at
the library will be taking place
beginning at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
September 16. Parents are asked
to watch the September issue of

The Prospect Pages for a full list-
ing of programs to be offered.
Remember that your child has to
be at least three years old to par-
ticipate in the weekly story and
craft programs offered.

The Community Room of
the Prospect Library will display
the work of Naugatuck artist Ann
Kelbacha. Her interest in art
began as a young child. Her tal-
ent and artistic ability were rec-
ognized and nurtured by her
school teachers. She was intro-
duced to pastel, watercolor and
oil painting by a local artist in
Union City and she eventually
received technical training in art
at the Paier School of Art in New
Haven. Come see Ann
Kelbacha’s work at the Prospect
Library this month.

A handful of
patience is worth
more than a

bushel of brains.
-- Dutch Proverb



