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•Home Equity Line 
of Credit

•Remodel/Complete 
Rehab Loans

•First & Second
Mortgages

•Cash Out 
Refinance
Much More!!!

Don’t sit on your equity...
Use it to remodel your

home and increase your
value INSTANTLY! www.masterkeymortgage.com

1663 So. Main St. • Waterbury, CT 06706

Ardita Vinca
Mortgage Loan Officer Call Today

Direct: 203.233.4511  Office: 203.596.3500
Email: avinca@masterkeymortgage.com

If  You  Can  Dream  It,  
We  Can  Help  You  Pay  For  It.

Need Home Improvements But Don’t Have the Cash?

*This ad must be presented at time of loan application. Gift card will be issued at time of closing.

Receive a
$100

Gift Card!
Your choice of a
Lowes or Home
Depot Gift Card
valued at $100.*

RRee-FFiinnaannccee  NNooww!!  
OORR  

TTaakkee  oouutt  aa  RReehhaabb  LLooaann  bbaasseedd  oonn  NNeeww  FFuuttuurree  VVaalluuee..
FFAASSTT  &&  EEAASSYY......  GGRREEAATT  RRAATTEESS!!!!!!

Chris’s Landscaping,LLC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates • Very Reasonable Rates • CT Lic. #B-2280

Chris Mancini • 758-3505

COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICES
Snow  Plowing  and  Sanding  •  Parking  Lot  Sweeping

Lawn  mowing  •  Spring  & Fall  Clean-UUps
Hedge  Trimming  •  Timber  & Interlocking  Block

Retaining  Walls  •  Flower  Beds  &  New  Lawn  Installs
Over-SSeeding,  De-TThatching  & Lawn  Renovations

IPM Programs  (Integrated  Pest  Management)  •  Fertilizing
Programs  •  Insect  &  Grub  Control  •  Flea  &  Tick  Control

Put a Little Spring in Your Yard!

Perhaps you have been
thinking about giving your fire-
place a makeover, but it just was-
n’t practical during the peak cold-
weather season. Now that the
weather is warming, it is a good
time to reassess plans for
revamping a fireplace to improve
its function or appearance.
Fireplaces can be assets and add
to the value of a home, but only if
they’re in good working order
and are functional and attractive
in a space. To begin on a fireplace
project, it’s first important to
understand the decorative fea-
tures that make up a fireplace. 1.
Face material: This is is the mate-
rial, either stone, brick or marble,
that surrounds the fireplace open-
ing. On dramatic or full-wall fire-
places, the face material may
extend from floor to ceiling. 2.

Surround:
A full
surround
ou t l i ne s
the open-
ing of a
fireplace.
It is a
d e c o r a -
tive fea-
ture that
often ties
into the
o v e r a l l
d e s i g n
s c h e m e
of the
fireplace. 3. Mantle: A mantle is
traditionally a wood shelf or
beam that rests above the open-
ing of the fireplace. It is a deco-
rative element and one that lends
drama to the fireplace design. 4.
Screen: Screens can coordinate
with room design and appeal to
enliven a boring fireplace. Some
also serve as protection against
errant embers. When changing
the look of a fireplace, modifying
the above elements can offer the
most dramatic impact. Think
about how the fireplace fits into
the room and your overall design.
Brick can be warm and cozy, but
may not coordinate with your
modern theme. Changing the face
material can quickly update the
look of a fireplace. If the budget
allows, reface with stone, marble
or another surface material that
appeals to you. Or, if you seek a
quick, but dramatic fix, consider

painting existing brick the same
color as your walls so that the
fireplace becomes less of a focal
point and more cohesive in the
room. Redoing a mantle is anoth-
er way to transform the look of a
fireplace. Sometimes mantles are
not proportionally sized in rela-
tion to the scale of a fireplace and
can overpower or be lost. If you
are painting face brick to coordi-
nate with wall color, consider a
bolder mantle color so it pops
and defines the opening. One of
the easiest facelifts you can give
to a fireplace is a good cleaning
and a new screen. Removing old
residue and stains from the face
of the fireplace can refresh the
look. There are a variety of
screens available that can be cus-
tom-fit or freestanding for your
fireplace. Accessorize with irons
and tools to add even more
design appeal. 

LLeett  mmee  hheellpp  yyoouu  sseett  uupp  yyoouurr  
hhoommee  ffoorr  tthhee  SSpprriinngg  MMaarrkkeett..

CCaallll  mmee  aatt  
550099--66228877  oorr  775588--55225555

TUNE IN TO 

COMCAST
Channel 99 or 01

Tues. & Thurs: 7:30 pm
or Saturday: 9 am

Are You Ready for 
the Spring Market?

Wally Martinez

Check  Out
Our  TV

Showcase  of
Homes  in

our  area  with
Helpful

Selling  Tips!

Fire Up Redesign Ideas 

Consider updating the look of your fireplace by refac-
ing or adding decorative accessories.
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