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What’s Tops in Kitchen Renovations?

Most people know that
kitchens are hot spots for remod-
els. They’re also one of the
rooms in the house that potential
buyers are most interested in if
they’ve been modernized. There
are certain kitchen trends that
have emerged this past year that
are popping up in many homes
across the country. According to
the American Institute of
Architects (AIA), which regular-
ly keeps track of housing trends
through their Home Design

Trends Survey, the following are

some of the most prevalent

“wants” in today’s kitchens:

* Larger pantry space

* High-end appliances

« Integration with family space

* Natural stone counters

* Island work areas

* Natural wood cabinets
Synthetic, solid-surface

countertops that experienced a

boom in years past have started

to decline in popularity, with nat-

ural stone such as granite still

Easy Bath Re-do

By now most homeowners
are aware that kitchens and bath-
rooms are areas of the home that
potential buyers carefully scruti-
nize upon viewing a property. For
those who are not selling, these
same rooms can indicate to any
visitors the level of upkeep on a
home. And an outdated bathroom
or kitchen can be an eyesore. For
these reasons, kitchens and baths
are some of the first places home-
owners consider renovating.

While a bathroom can be
improved by swapping out old
fixtures for new, if the tub or
shower is in poor condition, the
efforts will be little appreciated.
However, removing a tub can be
a time-consuming and messy
endeavor, one that has the poten-
tial to ruin floors, walls and even
plumbing. Additionally, other
fix-up methods such as retiling or
repainting the tub and shower can
be costly if performed by a pro-
fessional, and may end up look-
ing sub-par if attempted by an
amateur. Plus, even the best paint
job has the potential to crack or
scratch over time -- leaving a
homeowner with an eyesore.

A new trend that has
emerged in recent years is the
installation of acrylic bathtubs
and shower units over existing
bathroom features. There are a
number of national franchises or
independent contractors who are
qualified in bath-refitting proj-
ects. This can be a fast and cost-
effective solution for homeown-
ers looking to revamp the bath-
room with minimal effort.

These installation projects
typically involve a few easy
steps. A qualified individual will
come and measure the existing
bathroom and fixtures. The meas-
urements are then incorporated
into new custom-made tubs and
showers, which the homeowner
can have a hand in choosing
and/or designing, depending
upon services offered. When
completed the new materials are
installed directly over the old tub
or shower, minimizing the mess
and time involved in renovations.
What’s more, the majority of
these new products are made
from acrylic or plastic compo-
nents, making them easier to
clean than porcelain, tile or
metal.

+ Granite

¢ Cabinets
+ Tile
* Complete kitchen remodels starting at $3,499
* Any 10 x 12 kitchen floor tiled for $599

CSC AND SONS LLc

Specializing in Kitchen
and Bath Remodeling

+ Custom Built-ins

Visit Our Online Photo Gallery at cscandson.com
(203) 720-0088 Office/Fax * (203) 510-5998 Bus/Cell.
email susan@cscandson.com

CT Lic# 614293

From updates
to complete remodels

« Handicap Conversions
¢ In House Design

ranking above others. Plus, there
is a greater number of square feet
being devoted to kitchens to
account for their popularity as
the family gathering spot. And
the number of separate cooking
facilities throughout the home
are increasing, including the
additions of outdoor kitchens in
many areas of the country.

Al's Lawn & Garden Care

Lawn Cutting
Spring & Fall Clean-up
Planting, Mulching
and More!

IT'S WORTH THE CALL! (203) 598-9310
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BOB'S LAWN CARE

COMPLETE LAWN MAINTENANCE
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

+ Complete Landscaping
¥ ° Re-Seeding/
. Hydro Seeding
* Planting & Mulching
"2 . Tree Service
+ Excavation
# « Fully Insured

+ Spring & Fall Cleanups
+ Aerating & Thatching
* Parking Lot Sweeping

+ Scheduled Lawn
Mowing

» Snowplowing & Sanding [
+ Fertilizing

Lic # 611660

203-509-2544

BEST SERVICE WITH
THE LOWEST PRICES AROUND!

Complete Site Work
Foundations
New Homes & Additions
Footings
Drainage
Utility Trenches

FREE ESTIMATES & REASONABLE PRICING

“Over 10 Years Experience” (203) 881-0370 or
(203) 410-2739

Septic Systems Repaired
& Installed

B100A Soil Testing
Grading & Sump Removal
Mini Excavator Service
Lawn Installation & Repair

Servicing the
Prospect Area

Fully Insured = CT Lic.# 604713 = Septic Lic.# 005703

Kitchen Cabinetry |Solid Surface
Granite | Natural Quartz

Woodworking

® Running Out Of
Storage Space?

® Looking For A
Fresh, New Look?

m Qverwhelmed With
All The Planning?

Residential

Kendra Will Work With You
Every Step Of The Way | Design Manager

Showroom
135 8. Main St., Thomaston, CT
focated belusd Seth Thornas Clock Factory Blde)
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